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September 21, 2016 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Kelly K. Snyder 
Deputy Designated Federal Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy, Nevada Field Office 
P. O. Box 98518 
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518 
  
SUBJECT:  Recommendation for Communication Improvement Opportunities 
         (Work Plan Item #10)  
 
Dear Ms. Snyder, 
  
The Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board (NSSAB) was asked to provide  
recommendations, from a community perspective, to the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) on ways that DOE can improve/enhance communication to the 
public (i.e. presentations, open houses, documents, fact sheets).  Interim sug-
gestions from NSSAB Members were documented in the official minutes of 
each Full Board meeting. 
 
During fiscal year 2016, the NSSAB made the following recommendations for 
ways DOE can improve/enhance communication to the public:  
 

 DOE should advertise NSSAB meetings/events on Pahrump  
Channel 46 and Clark County Channel 4. 

 DOE should provide the NSSAB with an educational session on the 
national laboratories at the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS). 

 DOE should invite town officials/representatives to NSSAB meet-
ings/events when scheduled in their community. 

 DOE should provide a clear bottom line earlier in work plan item 
presentations in order for the NSSAB to provide a more timely  
informed decision.  Additionally, presentations should be structured 
differently by making it more focused for discussion by stating the 
activities that will be performed, estimated costs, and the estimated 
savings by using an alternate strategy. 

 DOE should involve the NSSAB in more public involvement activi-
ties that reach larger audiences, i.e. radio and television interviews. 

 DOE should hold more frequent and shorter NSSAB meetings in 
order to further involve the public. 



cc: D. A. Borak, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2)  
E. B. Davison, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2)  

     A. C. Finelli, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2) 
     M. R. Hudson, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2)  
      R. F. Boehlecke, NFO 
     C. G. Lockwood, NFO       
      S. A. Wade, NFO 
      B. K. Ulmer, Navarro 
      NSSAB Members and Liaisons 

The Board appreciates the opportunity to provide meaningful input to DOE on ways to enhance/improve  
communication to the public.   
 
Sincerely, 
   
  
 
Donna L. Hruska, Chair 

Kelly Snyder 
September 21, 2016 
Page 2 
 

 DOE should offer additional tours of the NNSS for local high school students. 

 DOE should utilize more catchy phrases/events to capture the public’s attention, i.e. “revisit of  
history” event during spring break at the Las Vegas sign. 

 DOE should provide more promos on YouTube. 

 DOE should utilize media outlets from the last NSSAB membership drive for future events as there 
was a tremendous response from the advertising. 

 DOE should continue to enhance communications with generators and shippers regarding making 
prior arrangements with businesses in the communities for where the trucks should be parked and 
when they arrive, etc.  This is in an effort to keep the public better informed. 
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July 20, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Robert F. Boehlecke 
Environmental Management Operations Manager 
U.S. Department of Energy, Nevada Field Office 
P. O. Box 98518 
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518 
  
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Air Monitoring Stations at the Tonopah Test  
  Range (TTR)  (Work Plan #4) 
  
Dear Mr. Boehlecke: 
  
The Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board (NSSAB) was asked to provide a rec-
ommendation, from a community perspective, to the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) on whether air monitoring stations on the TTR should be moved to differ-
ence locations, maintained at the current locations, or the sampling approach 
modified.  
 
The NSSAB received a briefing at its July 20th Full Board meeting and recom-
mends that the DOE should consider the following possible alternatives for the 
sampling approach for the air monitoring stations located at the TTR: 
 

 Close Station 402 at Clean Slate 1 as the site has been remediated 
and is nearing closure 

 Leave Station 400 in current location as it is closest to current work 
forces 

 Add or move a monitoring station to collect data for northerly wind 
flows 

 Add a station south of current monitoring stations as there are military 
field operations conducted on the Antelope Dry Lake 

 Add or move stations at Clean Slate 2 and Clean Slate 3 at both ends 
of the plume as they are both un-remediated sites 

 Coordinate any changes in the location of the air monitoring stations 
resulting from this recommendation with the United States Air Force 

 
The Board values the opportunity to provide meaningful input to DOE regarding 
this work plan item.  Thank you to Tiffany Lantow, DOE Soils Activity Lead, and 
Dr. Vic Etymezian and Julie Miller, Desert Research Institute, for their presentation 
and answering questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
  
  

Donna L. Hruska, Chair 
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Administration 

Barbara Ulmer, Administrator 
     Navarro 
Kelly Snyder, DDFO 
     U.S. Department of Energy, 
     Nevada Field Office 



National Nuclear Security Administration 

Donna L. Hruska, Chair 

Department of Energy 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

Nevada Field Office 
P.O. Box 98518 

Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518 

AUG 2 2 2018 

Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board 
232 Energy Way 
North Las Vegas, NV 89030 

RESPONSE TO NEVADA SITE SPECIFIC ADVISORY BOARD (NSSAB) 
RECOMMENDATION FOR AIR MONITORING STATIONS AT THE TONOPAH TEST 
RANGE (WORK PLAN #4) 

I would like to thank the NSSAB for taking the time to provide recommendations regarding the 
Nevada Field Office (NFO), Environmental Management air monitoring stations on the Tonopah 
Test Range (TTR). The stations provide data regarding potential contaminant migration from 
the Clean Slates sites for which the NFO program has responsibility. 

The NSSAB made several recommendations for the DOE to consider when evaluating the 
continued monitoring of airborne particulates on the TTR, including removing the monitoring 
station at Clean Slate I; maintaining the station nearest the work force ; and adding stations at 
Clean Slates II and III. The recommendations made by the NSSAB will be considered by the 
DOE; and any changes made to the air monitoring strategy at TTR will be described in a follow
up letter to the NSSAB after implementation. 

The Nevada Field Office Environmental Management Operations Activity appreciates the 
support of the NSSAB in this endeavor and the efforts made by the Board to provide 
recommendations. As always, the NSSAB' s input is valued and your efforts are greatly 
appreciated. Please direct comments and questions to Kelly Snyder at (702) 295-2836. 

EMO:l 1966.TL 
Tiffany A. Lantow, Soils Activity Lead 
Environmental Management Operations 
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July 20, 2016 
 
Mr. Robert F. Boehlecke 
Environmental Management Operations Manager 
U.S. Department of Energy, Nevada Field Office 
P. O. Box 98518 
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518 
  
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Low-Level Waste (LLW) Transportation  
  (Work Plan #9) 
  
Dear Mr. Boehlecke: 
  
The Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board (NSSAB) was asked to provide a rec-
ommendation, from a community perspective, to the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) on how LLW transportation could be improved.  
 
At its July 20th Full Board meeting, the NSSAB received briefings on Assessing 
Potential Exposure to the Public from LLW Truck Transportation to the Nevada 
National Security Site (NNSS), Shipments to the NNSS Area 5 Radioactive Waste 
Management Complex (RWMC), LLW Transportation Overnighting, and State of 
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) Conducting Radiological 
Surveys at the Area 5 RWMC.  Based on these briefings, the NSSAB recom-
mends that the DOE should continue to pursue enhanced notification require-
ments for waste transportation carriers who are involved in an incident or an emer-
gency situation en route to the NNSS.  Earlier notifications to the Nevada Field 
Office would allow DOE to respond to public questions in a more timely and effi-
cient manner.  In addition, these incidents/situations should be reported utilizing 
the 24-hour NNSS Operations Command Center phone number. 
 
The Board wishes to thank you, Julie Miller, Desert Research Institute, Scott 
Kranker, National Security Technologies, and Chris Andres, NDEP, for briefing on 
the subject of LLW transportation to the NNSS. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
  

Donna L. Hruska, Chair 
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E. B. Davison, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2)  
A. C. Finelli, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2) 
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Department of Energy 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

Nevada Field Office 
P.O. Box 98518 

LasVegas, NV 89193-8518 

Donna Hruska, Chair 
Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board 
232 Energy Way 
North Las Vegas, NV 89030 

AUG 2 9 2016 

RESPONSE TO NEV ADA SITE SPECIFIC ADVISORY BOARD (NSSAB) 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LOW-LEVEL WASTE (LLW) TRANSPORTATION (WORK 
PLAN ITEM #9) 

Thank you for your July 20, 2016, letter regarding recommendations, from a community 
perspective, on how the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) can improve LLW transportation to 
the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS). 

The NSSAB recommended that the DOE continue to pursue enhanced notification requirements 
for waste transportation carriers who are involved in an incident or an emergency situation en 
route to the NNSS. Earlier notification to the Nevada Field Office would allow DOE to respond 
to public questions in a more timely and efficient manner. The NSSAB also recommended that 
these incidents/situations should be reported utilizing the 24-hour NNSS Operations Command 
Center phone number. These recommendations will continued to be followed-through by the 
DOE in the upcoming months. Status updates will be provided to the NSSAB at future Full 
Board meetings. 

As always, we thank the NSSAB for the time and dedication to providing valuable input on 
Environmental Management waste transportation activities. 

Please direct comments and questions to Kelly K. Snyder at (702) 295-2836. 

EMO:l 1997.RB 

cc via e-mail: 
D. A. Borak, DOE/HQ (EM-3 .2) 
E. B. Davison, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2) 
A. C. Pinelli, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2) 
M. R. Hudson, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2) 
NSSAB Members and Liaisons 
B. K. Ulmer, Navarro 
C. G. Lockwood, NFO 
K. K. Snyder, NFO 
S. A. Wade, NFO 
NFO Read File 

obert F. Boehlecke, Manager 
Environmental Management Operations 



Industrial Sites
Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Wrap Up 
and FY 2017 Planned Activities

Tiffany Lantow
Soils/Industrial Sites Activity Lead
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Industrial Sites FY 2016 Wrap Up
• Planned:  Submit Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

(RCRA), Non-RCRA, and Tonopah Test Range (TTR) Post 
Closure Reports to the State of Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection (NDEP):

Past Industrial Sites Cleanup
• Status: 

– RCRA Post Closure Report 
submitted March 2016

– TTR Post Closure Report 
submitted March 2016

– Non-RCRA Post Closure 
Report submitted May 2016
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Industrial Sites FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned:  Continue to address revegetation efforts at 
Corrective Action Unit (CAU) 111

CAU 111 Surveillance and Maintenance

92-Acre Area• Status:  Stakeholder 
input received from 
NSSAB and 
Consolidated Group 
of Tribes and 
Organizations 
subgroup
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Industrial Sites FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned:  Review existing 
post-closure monitoring/ 
inspection requirements for 
potential changes

• Status:  Review is ongoing; 
changes will be recommended 
to NDEP (if necessary) - when 
appropriate

Roller Coaster RadSafe Area
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Industrial Sites 
FY 2017 Planned Activities

• Submit RCRA, Non-RCRA, and TTR Post 
Closure Reports

• Continue to address revegetation efforts at 
CAU 111

• Review existing post-closure monitoring/ 
inspection requirements for potential changes
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FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
• Provide a recommendation suggesting a path forward 

regarding the cover at CAU 111
Status

• NSSAB Recommendation May 2016

• DOE Response June 2016

Irrigation at CAU 111



Soils
FY 2016 Wrap Up and 

FY 2017 Planned Activities
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• Corrective Action Investigation Plan (CAIP) – Details the 
investigation plan and provides information for planning 
investigation activities  

• Site Investigation – Act of conducting field characterization 
activities

• Corrective Action Decision Document (CADD) – Describes 
the results of the characterization, multiple corrective action 
alternatives, and the recommended corrective action 
alternative and the rationale for its selection

• Corrective Action Plan (CAP) – Plan for implementing the 
selected corrective action 

Remediation Processes 
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• Closure Field Work - Implementation of the selected 
corrective action at the site

• Closure Report (CR) – Documented overview and results 
of corrective actions implemented, closure verification 
information, and use restriction and monitoring 
requirements (when applicable)

Note: All documents must be approved by NDEP

Remediation Processes 
(continued)
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• CADD/CR can be used when only “minor” corrective actions are 
needed, as agreed to by NDEP

• CADD/CAP can be used when site knowledge gained through 
characterization and similar historical corrective actions is sufficient, 
as agreed to by NDEP, for planning corrective actions

• Housekeeping process can be used when removal and disposal of 
debris/materials (such as batteries or drums) can be easily 
accomplished, and verification of clean closure is achieved through 
visual inspection and/or laboratory analysis of soil samples

• Streamlined Approach for Environmental Restoration (SAFER) 
process may be used only when extensive process knowledge or 
sampling data exists – this process combines the CAIP, CADD and 
CAP into one plan

Alternative Remediation Processes
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FY 2016 Soils Wrap Up

• Small Boy (CAU 541)
– Planned:  Submit the 

final CADD/CR to 
NDEP 

– Status: CADD/CR 
submitted August 
2016
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FY 2016 Soils Wrap Up
(continued)

• Double Tracks Plutonium 
Dispersion (CAU 411)
– Planned:  Submit the final 

Closure Report to NDEP 
– Status: Closure Report 

submitted June 2016

Processing Soil Samples CAU 411
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FY 2016 Soils Wrap Up
(continued)

• Clean Slate I Plutonium 
Dispersion (CAU 412)
– Planned:  Submit the final 

Closure Report to NDEP 
– Status: Closure Report 

submitted August 2016

Soil Sampling CAU 413

CAU 412

Sampling Crew 
Exiting CAU 412
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FY 2016 Soils Wrap Up
(continued)

• Clean Slate II Plutonium 
Dispersion (CAU 413)
– Planned: Submit the 

final CAIP Rev 1 to 
NDEP 

– Status: CAIP Rev 1 
submitted April 2016

Soil Sampling CAU 413
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FY 2016 Soils Wrap Up 
(continued)

• Area 3 Plutonium 
Dispersion Sites (CAU 568)
– Planned: Submit the 

final CAP to NDEP
– Status: CAP submitted 

May 2016

Radiological Walkover 
Survey CAU 573

Removing Lead Plates CAU 568
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FY 2016 Soils Wrap Up 
(continued)

• Alpha Contaminated Sites 
(CAU 573)
– Planned: Submit the final 

CADD to NDEP 
– Status: CADD/CAP 

submitted February 2016
Radiological Walkover 

Survey CAU 573
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FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
• Provide a recommendation on which corrective action 

alternative (closure in place or clean closure) should 
be selected by the Nevada Field Office for CAU 573 –
Alpha Contaminated Sites

Status
• NSSAB Recommendation November 2015
• DOE Response January 2016

GMXHamilton
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FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
(continued)

• Provide a recommendation regarding 
the proposed changes to current long-
term requirements at closed sites at 
the Tonopah Test Range

Status
• NSSAB Recommendation   May 2016

• DOE Response                   June 2016
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FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
(continued)

• Provide a recommendation for whether air monitoring at 
stations at the Tonopah Test Range (TTR) should be 
discontinued, the stations should be moved to different 
locations, maintained at the current locations, or the sampling 
approach be modified

Status

• NSSAB 
Recommendation July 2016

• DOE 
Response August 2016

TTR Air Monitoring Station
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FY 2017 Soils Planned Activities

• Clean Slate II Plutonium 
Dispersion (CAU 413)
– Submit the final CADD 

to NDEP 

• Clean Slate III Plutonium 
Dispersion (CAU 414)
– Submit the final CADD 

to NDEP 
Removable Contamination Survey

CAU 414
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FY 2017 Soils Planned Activities
(continued)

• Area 3 Plutonium Dispersion Sites (CAU 568)
– Submit the final Closure Report to NDEP 

Steel Well Head Cover
CAU 568
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FY 2017 Soils Planned Activities
(continued)

• Alpha Contaminated 
Sites (CAU 573)
– Submit the final 

Closure Report 
to NDEP

Setting Scales to Weigh Intermodals
CAU 573
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FY 2017 Soils Planned Activities
(continued)

• Miscellaneous 
Radiological Sites and 
Debris (CAU 576)
– Submit the final 

CAIP to NDEP 
– Submit the final 

CADD to NDEP 

CAU 576 - Piping
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Proposed FY 2017 NSSAB 
Work Plan Items

• Corrective Action Alternatives for CAU 576, 
Miscellaneous Radiological Sites and Debris

• Clean Slate II Path Forward

• Proposed Changes to Long-term Monitoring 
Soils and Industrial Sites at Closed Sites



Underground Test Area (UGTA)
Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Wrap Up 
and FY 2017 Planned Activities 

Bill Wilborn
UGTA Activity Lead

Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board
September 21, 2016
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• There are five CAUs that make up the 
UGTA activity:

– Frenchman Flat (CAU 98) 

– Yucca Flat/Climax Mine (CAU 97)

– Rainier Mesa/Shoshone Mountain 
(CAU 99)

– Central Pahute Mesa* (CAU 101) 

– Western Pahute Mesa* (CAU 102) 

UGTA Corrective Action Units (CAUs)

*Western and Central Pahute Mesa 
are managed as one entity
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UGTA FY 2016 Wrap Up

• Planned: Complete drilling of 
Well ER-20-12 on Pahute 
Mesa 
– Status: Completed 

January 2016
• Planned: Begin well 

development, testing and 
sampling (WDTS) at 
Well ER-20-12
– Status: Completed 

August 2016

Well Drilling Activities
at ER-20-12
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UGTA FY 2016 
Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned: Sample four wells 
throughout Pahute Mesa 
– Status: One WDTS

(ER-20-12) completed and 
four wells sampled
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UGTA FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned: Begin and complete drilling of three wells (ER-2-2, 
ER-3-3 and ER-4-1) in Yucca Flat 
– Status: Completed in April 2016

• Planned: Begin WDTS of three wells in Yucca Flat (ER-2-2 
cannot be developed)
– Status: 
 Rescheduled in 

FY 2017 
 Start Well ER-3-3 

in October 2016 NSSAB Briefed on Well Drilling 
Activities at Well ER-3-3



Page 6Page 6Title
1359FY16 – 9/21/2016 – Page 6
Log No 2016-157

UGTA FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned: Finalize Frenchman Flat 
Closure Report 
– Status: Department of Energy 

(DOE) and State of Nevada Division 
of Environmental Protection (NDEP) 
signed final report in August 2016
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UGTA FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned: Begin Rainier Mesa 
Supplemental Analysis of any 
additional modeling that may 
be required based on DOE, 
NDEP, and Preemptive Review 
Committee input 
– Status: Ongoing

Collecting Groundwater Samples
NSSAB Received UGTA 
Briefing at Rainier Mesa
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UGTA FY 2016 
Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned: Complete sampling of 
four Rainier Mesa wells 
– Status: 
 Well ER-12-3 and 

ER-12-4 completed 
September 2016

 Wells ER-19-1, UE18t, 
and E Tunnel ponds now 
scheduled to begin in 
October 2016
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UGTA FY 2016 Wrap Up
Additional Activities

• Well ER-20-12 in Pahute Mesa:
– Drilling completed
– Completion report done
– WDTS performed
– Preliminary update to Hydrostratigraphic 

Framework Model completed in 
August 2016

• Pahute Mesa modeling report completed 
by September 2016

Well Development and Testing
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FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item

• Provide a recommendation as to if the Frenchman Flat long-term 
monitoring plan (Closure Report) meets communities’ expectations 
and if there are any recommended changes

Status
• NSSAB Recommendation  November 2015
• DOE Response January 2016
• DOE met with US Air Force to present 

use restriction boundaries in Closure Report May 2016
• Six monitoring wells sampled June 2016
• Signed Closure Report by DOE and NDEP August 2016
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FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
(continued)

• Provide a recommendation if the Board supports the path 
to closure for Rainier Mesa/Shoshone Mountain and how it 
could be enhanced

Status
• NSSAB Recommendation  November 2015
• DOE Response January 2016
• Presented current results to NDEP August 2016
• Sampled Well ER-12-3 September 2016
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FY 2017 UGTA Planned Activities

• Frenchman Flat – CAU is 
closed; FY 2017 activities will 
be:
– Complete first year of long-

term monitoring
– Present Frenchman Flat 

annual briefing to NDEP 

Frenchman Flat
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FY 2017 UGTA Planned Activities
(continued)

• Yucca Flat – CAU is moving 
toward Model Evaluation 
phase; FY 2017 activities will 
be:
– Perform WDTS for Yucca 

Flat Wells ER-3-3 and 
ER-4-1 

– Finish drilling reports for 
Yucca Flat Wells ER-2-2, 
ER-3-3, and ER-4-1 

– Perform Model Evaluation 
of new data at Yucca Flat 

Well ER-3-3- Rigging to Install Casing
Well ER-4-1, Sump #1
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FY 2017 UGTA Planned Activities
(continued)

• Rainier Mesa – CAU is 
moving toward External 
Peer review; FY 2017 
activities will be:
– Complete draft Rainier 

Mesa Flow and 
Transport Model 

– Select External Peer 
Review panel
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FY 2017 UGTA Planned Activities
(continued)

• For all CAUs; FY 2017 
activity will be:
– Complete regional 

flow model 

Well ER-3-3- Rigging to Install Casing
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Proposed FY 2017 NSSAB Work 
Plan Items

• Groundwater Sampling 
Techniques

• Internal Peer Review 
Process Improvement

• Groundwater Interactive 
Map

Collecting Groundwater Samples



Waste Management
Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Wrap Up 
and FY 2017 Planned Activities 

Jhon Carilli
Low-Level Waste (LLW) Activity Lead
Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board

September 21, 2016
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Waste Management FY 2016 Wrap Up

• Planned: Safely dispose 
approximately 1.5 million cubic feet 
(ft3) of forecasted LLW/
Mixed (MLLW) at the Nevada 
National Security Site (NNSS)
– Status: As of June 30, 2016, 

the NNSS safely disposed of 
over 759K ft3 of LLW/MLLW

– FY 2016 total volume revised 
projections for over 1.2 million 
ft3 of LLW/MLLW

LLW Cell 
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Waste Management FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned: Submit annual Performance Assessment 
Summary Report to the LLW Federal Review Group 
(LFRG) 
– Status:  Submitted in April 2016 
 NNSS conclusions were the Performance 

Assessment/Composite Analyses 
assumptions are still valid

 LFRG draft review found only editorial issues
 Expect final LFRG report by end of the fiscal 

year
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Waste Management FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned: Submit annual 
NNSS Groundwater 
Monitoring Program Area 5 
Radioactive Waste 
Management Site Data 
Report to State of Nevada 
Division of Environmental 
Protection (NDEP) 
– Status: Submitted in 

March 2016
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Waste Management FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

• Planned: Complete planning activities for new MLLW Cell
– Status: 
 Contractor has been 

hired and is currently 
working on design

– Path Forward: 
 Nevada Field Office

(NFO) plans to submit 
permit to NDEP by the 
end of the calendar year 

 Public meeting hosted by NFO scheduled for 
December 2016 timeframe 
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Waste Management FY 2016 Wrap Up
(continued)

 Upon approval of the permit by 
NDEP, construction planned to 
begin in August 2017

 MLLW new replacement cell is 
to be operational in the summer 
2018
o At current MLLW disposal 

rates, the current MLLW 
cell will be at capacity in 
fourth quarter of FY 2017 or 
first quarter FY 2018

NSSAB Briefed on MLLW During Tour
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FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
• Provide a recommendation for ways to improve the Radioactive 

Waste Acceptance Program (RWAP) assessment process
Status

• NSSAB Recommendation May 2016
• Department of Energy Response June 2016

LLW Cell 20

NSSAB Observes RWAP Assessment
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Waste Management
FY 2017 Planned Activities

• Safely dispose almost 
1.3 million ft3 of 
forecasted LLW/MLLW 
at the NNSS
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Waste Management
FY 2017 Planned Activities

(continued)

• Submit annual Performance Assessment 
Summary Report to the LLW Federal Review 
Group

• Submit annual NNSS Groundwater Monitoring 
Program Area 5 Radioactive Waste Management 
Site Data Report to NDEP
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Proposed FY 2017 NSSAB 
Work Plan Item

• Radioactive Waste 
Acceptance Program 
Assessment Improvement 
Opportunities



Scott Wade
Assistant Manager for EM

Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board
September 21, 2016

Environmental Management (EM) 
Work Plan Status

Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Wrap Up 
and FY 2017 Planned Activities
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Provide recommendations on how waste transportation 
could be improved by the Department of Energy (DOE)

Status

• NSSAB Recommendation July 2016

• DOE Response August 2016

FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
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Provide a recommendation on ways the DOE can 
improve/enhance communication to the public

Status

• NSSAB Recommendation
~Board action tonight

• DOE Response
~Pending upon receipt 

of recommendation

FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
(continued)



Page 4Page 4Title
1361FY16- 9/21/2016 – Page 4

Log No. 2016-159

Review FY 2018 baseline funding needs and provide a 
recommendation to the DOE prioritizing the work by activity

Status

• Budget Guidance Issued by EM 
Headquarters (HQ) to Field Offices March 2016

• NSSAB Recommendation March 2016

• DOE Response to NSSAB March 2016

• Nevada Field Office Presented Budget
Briefing to EM HQ April 2016

• Integrated Priority List Submitted to EM HQ April 2016

FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
(continued)
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Review FY 2018 baseline funding needs and provide a 
recommendation to the DOE prioritizing the work by 
activity (continued from previous page)

Status

• Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) Budget Decisions Issued August 2016

• Final DOE Budget to OMB TBD~September 2016

• OMB Passback TBD~December 2016

• President’s Budget to Congress TBD~February 2017

FY 2016 NSSAB Work Plan Item
(continued)
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• FY 2019 Baseline 
Prioritization

Proposed FY 2017 NSSAB 
Work Plan Item

Federal Budget Cycle
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• Communication 
Improvement 
Opportunities

Proposed FY 2017 NSSAB 
Work Plan Item

(continued)



FY 2016 Evaluation Synopsis 
 
9/14 current members completed 
6/11 new members completed 
 
How many times a year would you be willing to attend Full Board meetings? 
71% - As dictated by the work plan 

 

Would you be in favor of Full Board meetings starting at 4 p.m.? 
54% - Yes 
46% - No 

 

Would you be in favor of educational sessions starting at 3 p.m.?  
69% - yes 

 
How many Full Board meetings should be held in rural areas? 
1-2 – 60% 

 
Should any of these standard topics be removed from the agenda to shorten the length of the meeting? 
(DOE Updates, Liaison Updates, Travel/Conference Updates, EM SSAB Conference Call Updates, End-of-
Meeting Evaluations) 
Little to no support to remove any of these topics 
 

Based on FY 2016 Work Plan items, how satisfied are you with the types of items on which the NSSAB was 
asked to develop recommendations? 
Very satisfied – 56% 
Somewhat satisfied – 34% 
Dissatisfied – 0% 
 

What is your comfort level regarding the type of information given during briefings? 
78% - Just right 
 

If you could do one thing to increase your satisfaction as a Board member, what would it be? 
• Improved audio/visual equipment 
• Increase participation from the rural areas 
• Send presentation materials to members prior to the meetings 
• More time to contemplate work plan items before making a recommendation  
• More meaningful work plan items  
• Less discussions that are off-topic 
• Present more background information on work plan items 
• Present less background information on work plan items 
• More information on State of Nevada deadlines/milestones 



Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board 
FY 2017 Work Plan 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
 

Item 1 
 

Work Plan Item: Corrective Action Alternatives for Corrective Action Unit (CAU) 576, Misc. Radiological Sites and Debris 
Deadline: February 2017 
Description: In January 2017, the Nevada Field Office will provide a briefing that outlines the nature and extent of 

contamination, the potential risk to human health and the environment, and an overview of the Corrective 
Action Alternatives. 
 
From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation on which corrective action 
alternative (closure in place or clean closure) should be selected by DOE for CAU 576. 

 

 

Item 2 
 

Work Plan Item: Clean Slate II Path Forward 
Deadline: November 2016 
Description: In November 2016, the Nevada Field Office will provide a briefing to the NSSAB describing the history of Clean 

Slate II at the Tonopah Test Range and potential path forward options. 
 
From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation as to which path forward option 
should be pursued for Clean Slate II.   

 

Item 3 
 

Work Plan Item: Proposed Changes to Long-term Monitoring at Closed Industrial and Soils Sites 

 Deadline: August 2017 
 Description: In June 2017, the Nevada Field Office will provide a briefing to the NSSAB on proposed changes to some of the 

current long-term monitoring requirements for closed Corrective Action Sites on the NNSS.  
 
From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation regarding the proposed changes to 
current long-term requirements. 

 

 



Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board 
FY 2017 Work Plan 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
 

Item 4 
 

Work Plan Item: Radioactive Waste Acceptance Program (RWAP) Assessment Improvement Opportunities 
Deadline: June 2017 
Description: In April 2017, the Nevada Field Office will provide a briefing to the NSSAB on the RWAP assessment process. 

 
The NSSAB will send 1-2 members to observe a RWAP assessment and look for improvement opportunities.  
Those members will present their observations to the Full Board.  The NSSAB will develop a recommendation 
for ways to improve the RWAP assessment process.  

 

 

Item 5 
 

Work Plan Item: Groundwater Sampling Techniques  
Deadline: April 2017 
Description: In February 2017, the Nevada Field Office will provide a briefing to the NSSAB describing the various 

groundwater sampling techniques that can be used, including the pros and cons of each technique.  
Additionally, a groundwater sampling tour will be offered. 
 
From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation regarding use of existing and 
potential sampling techniques. 

 

 

Item 6 
 

Work Plan Item: Internal Peer Review Process Improvement  
Deadline: August 2017 
Description: In January 2017, the Nevada Field Office will provide a briefing to the NSSAB explaining the purpose of an 

internal peer review and how the Underground Test Area (UGTA) activity currently conducts them.  The Board 
will be invited to send representatives to observe multiple internal peer review meetings. 
 
From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation as to how the internal peer review 
process could be enhanced.   

 



Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board 
FY 2017 Work Plan 

PROPOSAL 
 
 
 

Item 7 
 

Work Plan Item: Groundwater Interactive Map 

 Deadline: August 2017 
 Description: In June 2017, the Nevada Field Office will provide a briefing to the NSSAB explaining the intent of creating a 

groundwater interactive map and resources for similar tools within the Department of Energy.   
 
From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation as to what type of tool should be 
developed to help communicate groundwater related topics to the general public.   

 

Item 8 
 

Work Plan Item: FY 2019 Baseline Prioritization 
Deadline: March 2017 
Description: In March 2017, the Nevada Field Office will provide briefings on planned FY 2019 activities  

 
From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation ranking the activities. 

 

Item 9 
 

Work Plan Item: Communication Improvement Opportunities  
Deadline: September 2017 
Description: From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide recommendation(s) at each Full Board meeting on 

ways that DOE can improve/enhance communication to the public (i.e. presentations, open houses, 
documents, fact sheets).  These interim recommendations would be documented in the official minutes of 
each Full Board meeting with a final recommendation letter submitted to DOE at the end of the fiscal year.   

 



Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board 

 
232 Energy Way, M/S 505, North Las Vegas, NV 89030   

Phone  702-630-0522 ◊  Fax: 702-295-5300 
E-mail:  NSSAB@nnsa.doe.gov  ◊  Website Home Page:  http://www.nv.energy.gov/NSSAB  

Members 
Michael Anderson 
Amina Anderson 
Michael D’Alessio 
Pennie Edmond 
Donna Hruska, Chair 
Janice Keiserman, Vice Chair 
Michael Moore 
Donald Neill 
Edward Rosemark 
Steve Rosenbaum 
William Sears 
Cecilia Flores Snyder 
Jack Sypolt 
Francisca Vega 

 
Liaisons 

Clark County  
Consolidated Group of Tribes 
      and Organizations 
Esmeralda County Commission 
Nye County Commission 
Nye County Emergency  

      Management 
Nye County Nuclear Waste 
      Repository Project Office 
State of Nevada Division of 
      Environmental Protection 
U.S. National Park Service 

 
Administration 

Barbara Ulmer, Administrator 
     Navarro 
Kelly Snyder, DDFO 
     U.S. Department of Energy, 
     Nevada Field Office 

September 21, 2016 
 
 
 
Ms. Kelly Snyder, DDFO 
U.S. Department of Energy, Nevada Field Office 
P.O. Box 98518 
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518 
 
SUBJECT:  Proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 Nevada Site Specific Advisory 
         Board (NSSAB) Work Plan 
 
Dear Ms. Snyder, 
 
At our September 21, 2016, Full Board meeting, the NSSAB had the oppor-
tunity to review the list of activities the Department of Energy (DOE) pro-
posed the NSSAB incorporate into its FY 2017 work plan.  In addition, the 
NSSAB also discussed potential tasks.  After Full Board discussion, the 
NSSAB would like DOE’s approval for the attached work plan. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on Environmental 
Management activities at the Nevada National Security Site and look forward 
to a productive year. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Donna L. Hruska, Chair 
 
Attachment   

 
cc: D. A. Borak, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2)  
 E. B. Davison, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2)  
 A. C. Finelli, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2)  
            M. R. Hudson, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2)   
 R. F. Boehlecke, NFO 
 C. G. Lockwood, NFO 
 S. A. Wade, NFO 
 B. K. Ulmer, Navarro 
 NSSAB Members and Liaisons 
 NNSA/NFO Read File 

 
 

 
 



Scott Wade
Assistant Manager for Environmental Management

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE),
National Nuclear Security Administration, Nevada Field Office

September 21, 2016

Update on Revisions to the
Nevada National Security Site 

(NNSS) Waste Acceptance 
Criteria
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NNSS Waste Acceptance Criteria Update
• The NNSS Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC) establishes 

specific requirements for waste generator sites and their 
proposed waste streams. These criteria govern generator 
waste characterization and quality assurance policies, as well 
as the practices associated with waste inspection, packaging, 
shipping, and disposal

• As committed to in the December 2014 Memorandum of 
Understanding between DOE and the State of Nevada, any 
changes to the WAC will be coordinated with the State of 
Nevada and communicated to stakeholders prior to 
finalization
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NNSS Waste Acceptance Criteria Update 
(continued)

• Proposed changes address: recent changes in Federal regulations 
and DOE Directives; comments from the State of Nevada; 
enhancements to NNSS Operational and Worker/Public Safety 
requirements; document clarity; and necessary administrative 
language and editorial corrections

• Redline/strikeout draft revision completed and undergoing internal 
review

• Revision process and proposed changes have been discussed with 
representatives of Nye and Clark County, City of Las Vegas, Nevada 
Nuclear Waste Project Office, and the Consolidated Group of Tribes 
and Organizations

• Anticipate issuing updated Criteria this calendar year
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Proposed Changes to NNSS Waste 
Acceptance Criteria

• Clarified use of “dedicated-service vehicles” for 
waste shipments to the NNSS vs. “exclusive-use”

• Updated labeling requirements for regulated 
asbestos packages 

• Clarified that Form 741 may be submitted via e-mail

• Clarified requirements for complying with DOE 
regulations for the disposal of classified waste/matter

• Updated the asbestos waste notification process

• Streamlined profiling process for waste containing 
hazardous constituents that must be disposed in the 
RCRA-permitted cell

• Clarified mixed waste and classified non-radioactive 
hazardous waste/matter approvals will be granted for 
a finite volume of waste and a defined number of 
containers

• Updated EPA codes for consistency with the current 
hazardous waste permit

• Updated Nevada Field Office waste acceptance roles 
and responsibilities

• Clarified that more than one waste stream may be 
packaged in a disposal container, except for those 
that must be profiled separately

• Clarified that waste generators shall continue to 
evaluate motor carriers; notify the Nevada Field 
Office when carriers are evaluated or routes 
reviewed, when shipments experience delays or 
there is a transportation incident/emergency 
situation; avoid the Hoover Dam bypass bridge

• Clarified requirement for advanced submittal of 
expected package contamination levels
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Proposed Changes to NNSS Waste 
Acceptance Criteria (continued)

• Clarified when waste shipments containing 
accountable nuclear material may be rejected

• Corrected section number reference for 
Determinations of Equivalent Technology (for 
Macroencapsulation Equivalency)

• Clarified requirements for Petroleum Hydrocarbon 
Burdened Waste

• Revised NNSS Waste Profile and Instructions to 
clarify that a full, formal waste profile revision is not 
necessary for new packaging already approved for 
disposal at the NNSS

–Related change only – not specified in NNSSWAC

• Updated Section 6.6, Funding and Forecasting, to 
correct the required information and intended 
recipients so that the NNSS receives timely and 
accurate waste forecast data

• Revised the definition of “Explosives” to align with 
DOE Order 435.1

• Updated the Shipment Consignment Address

• Clarified process for submitting Waste Profiles

• Updated titles for Radioactive Waste Acceptance 
Program designations

• Corrected dates and document names in the 
Historical Note

• Corrected the spelling of “classified” in Section 
3.3.8.1
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