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NSSAB - Work Plan Item #6
• From a community perspective, the Nevada Site Specific 

Advisory Board (NSSAB) will provide a recommendation on 
obligations regarding the nature, frequency, and requirements 
of stakeholder/public notifications related to sampling activities 
and for ways the communication plan for Pahute Mesa 
groundwater sampling results could be enhanced

• NSSAB recommendation 
is due in May 2021

NSSAB Virtual Meeting– November 2020
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Outline

• What is the 
Communications Plan?

• Why is it changing?

• What is changing?

• Review

• Questions

• What is the NSSAB Path 
Forward?
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What is the Communications Plan?
• Offsite Groundwater Contamination Communication Plan

– Provides general guidance for notifications made by the EM Nevada 
Program in response to groundwater contamination approaching 
and/or exceeding Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) safety standards 

– Applies to contamination identified beyond the boundaries of the 
Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) 

• In the past, has sometimes been referred to as the Pahute Mesa 
Sampling Communications Plan 
– Shortest distance (15 miles) to public receptors
– 60% of the NNSS inventory (~ 27 million curies in 2012, ~ 19 million 

curies in 2021) 
– Only remaining Underground Test Area (UGTA) Corrective Action 

Unit (CAU) not actively in regulatory Closure stage
 Investigation and characterization activities remain underway
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Why is it Changing?
• Much of the existing Offsite Groundwater Contamination Communication 

Plan links to a now-retired NNSS Integrated Groundwater Sampling Plan
• The NNSS Integrated Groundwater Sampling Plan was overcome by several 

events and factors:
– Closure of UGTA CAU 99, Rainier Mesa/Shoshone Mountain
– Closure of UGTA CAU 97, Yucca Flat/Climax Mine
– Closure of UGTA CAU 98, Frenchman Flat
– Development of the UGTA Sampling Plan for CAUs 101 and 102, Central 

and Western Pahute Mesa
• The sampling approach is evolving as CAUs transition into closure monitoring

– Resulting from better understanding of preferred regulatory approaches, 
as agreed-upon with Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP)

– Reflected in the new UGTA Sampling Plan for CAUs 101 and 102, Central 
and Western Pahute Mesa
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Why is it Changing?
(Continued)

• As a result of these developments, the EM Nevada Program needed 
to consider and address four general types of adjustments to the 
Offsite Groundwater Contamination Communication Plan:

1. Remove and replace all references to the retired NNSS 
Integrated Groundwater Sampling Plan

2. Align notification/action level approaches with those 
previously established with NDEP concurrence in the CAU 97 
and 99 Closure Reports

3. Remove NNSA/NFO integration as closure monitoring is 
implemented

4. Make general or clerical edits to enhance clarity as a result of 
the above changes
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What is Changing?
• Because the existing Offsite Groundwater Contamination 

Communication Plan is a relatively recent document (finalized 
2019), EM Nevada endeavored to keep all changes/updates 
to a minimum:
– All references to the NNSS Integrated Groundwater 

Sampling Plan have been removed and replaced
– Minor updates have been made due to staffing and/or 

organizational changes
– The most significant updates are reflected in a general 

change in approach under the Threshold Levels and 
Communication Actions notification table
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What is Changing? (Continued)
• Proposed approach:
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Review
• The need for updates to the existing Offsite 

Groundwater Contamination Communication 
Plan was driven by several factors

• EM Nevada endeavored to limit changes to 
the existing document to a minimum

• The notification and action thresholds 
proposed in the updated plan are in line with 
regulatory approaches established with NDEP 

• The plan maintains EM Nevada’s commitment 
to proactive, transparent communications for 
the protection of people and the environment
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Questions
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NSSAB Path Forward
• From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a 

recommendation on obligations regarding the nature, 
frequency, and requirements of stakeholder/public notifications 
related to sampling activities and for ways the communication 
plan for Pahute Mesa groundwater sampling results could be 
enhanced

• NSSAB recommendation 
is due in May 2021

NSSAB Virtual Meeting– November 2020


