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Environmental Management 
Monthly Report to the NSSAB 

December 2012 
 

Waste Disposal and Transportation 
 
 In November, the Nevada Site Office (NSO), Radioactive Waste Acceptance Program 

(RWAP) conducted a facility evaluation at the Savannah River National Laboratory (SRNL) 
in South Carolina.  RWAP issued four Corrective Action Requests (CARs) and four 
Observations that resulted in the NSO suspending SRNL’s certification program.  SRNL 
cannot ship low-level waste to the Nevada National Security Site until the CARs and 
Observations are satisfied.  SRNL has 30 days to respond. 

 
 The NSO will conduct one announced audit of the Pantex, Texas generator in December 

2012.   
 

Underground Test Area (UGTA) 
 
Corrective Action Unit (CAU) 97, Yucca Flat  
Documentation of the flow and transport model continues.  
 
CAU 98, Frenchman Flat 
In November, work continued on the geologic characterization 
and Well Completion Reports for Wells ER-5-5 and ER-11-2. 
 
CAU 99, Rainier Mesa/Shoshone Mountain 
Flow and transport modeling analyses and evaluation 
continues. 
 
CAUs 101/102, Pahute Mesa 
Work continued on the geologic characterization and Well 
Completion Report for Well ER-EC-14 in November.  Well 
development and testing activities resumed at the ER-EC-13 
site and will continue in December. 
 
Industrial Sites  
 
Non-Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA) Post-Closure Monitoring Sites 
The Non-RCRA Post-Closure Monitoring Sites include 128 Corrective Action Sites (CASs) 
where post-closure inspections and maintenance are performed in accordance with the closure 
requirements.  Annual inspections began in October and will continue through December.  Due 
to significant precipitation in August, there is erosion that requires repair at the CAU 547 Mullet 
and Player sites.  In November, development of the erosion control design for CAU 547 by the 
same engineering organization that developed the original corrective action design continued and 
will continue in December. 
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RCRA Post-Closure Monitoring Sites 

The RCRA Post-Closure Monitoring Sites include six CAUs where post-closure monitoring and 
maintenance is performed in accordance with the RCRA Permit and closure requirements.  
Post-closure monitoring at these CAUs is required either quarterly or semi-annually.  Additional 
monitoring may be triggered by excess precipitation.  In November, erosion rills identified on the 
CAU 111 cover slopes during the precipitation inspection in October were repaired and the 
erosions were minor enough that design of the repairs was not required.  Annual subsidence 
surveys at CAU 111 were conducted.  In December, irrigation of the CAU 111 vegetated covers 
will be completed, and quarterly and semi-annual inspections will be conducted.   
 
Soils 
 
CAU 104, Area 7 Yucca Flat Atmospheric Test Sites 

CAU 104 comprises 15 CASs related to historical nuclear testing.  The Corrective Action 
Decision Document/Corrective Action Plan was approved by the State of Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection (NDEP) in November.  In November, corrective actions, including 
location and removal of lead-sheathed cable, continued.  Waste management activities also 
continued in November.  In December, removal of lead-sheathed cable is expected to be 
completed. 
 
CAU 105, Area 2 Yucca Flat Atmospheric Test Sites 
CAU 105 comprises five CASs related to historical nuclear testing.  Field investigation of these 
sites consists of radiological surveys, soil sampling, and thermoluminescent dosimeter 
measurements.  Corrective action investigation activities continued in November.  In December, 
soil sampling is scheduled to begin. 
 
CAU 366, Area 11 Plutonium Valley Dispersion Sites 
CAU 366 comprises six CASs related to historical nuclear testing.  In November, planning 
activities for the Corrective Action Plan were performed.  The Corrective Action Plan is an 
enforceable milestone under the Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order, and is due to 
NDEP in May 2013. 
 
CAU 465, Hydronuclear 
CAU 465 comprises four CASs related to historical nuclear experiments.  The Closure Report 
was submitted to and approved by NDEP in November.  Use restriction sign installation will take 
place in December.   
 
CAU 550, Smoky Contamination Area 
CAU 550 comprises 19 CASs related to historical nuclear testing.  Field investigation of these 
sites consists of radiological surveys, soil sampling, and thermoluminescent dosimeter 
measurements.  Corrective action investigation and waste management activities continued in 
November. 
 
CAU 569, Area 3 Yucca Flat Atmospheric Test Sites 
CAU 569 comprises nine CASs related to historical nuclear testing.  Field investigation of these 
sites consists of soil sampling and thermoluminescent dosimeter measurements.  Development of 
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the Correction Action Decision Document (CADD) and corrective action alternatives was 
conducted in November and will continue in December.  The CADD is due to NDEP in 
May 2013.   
 
CAU 570, Area 9 Yucca Flat Atmospheric Test Sites 
CAU 570 comprises six CASs related to historical nuclear testing.  Field investigation of these 
sites will consist of radiological surveys, soil sampling, and thermoluminescent dosimeter 
measurements.  Corrective action investigation activities continued in November and will 
continue in December. 
 
CAU 571, Area 9 Yucca Flat Plutonium Dispersion Sites 
CAU 571 comprises five CASs related to historical nuclear testing.  In November, development 
of the data quality objectives (DQO) began.  The DQO process is a seven-step approach to plan 
investigation activities ensuring the data collected will provide sufficient information to 
recommend corrective actions for CAU 571.  The DQOs will be included in the Corrective 
Action Investigation Plan for CAU 571, which is an enforceable milestone under the Federal 
Facility Agreement and Consent Order, and due to NDEP by August 2013. 
 
Public Involvement: 
 

 Ongoing exhibits: 
o Operation Clean Desert – Nevada Public Reading Room, Las Vegas 
o Groundwater at the Nevada National Security Site poster – Amargosa Valley 

Library, Goldfield Library, and Central Nevada Museum 
o Environmental Management kiosks – Windmill Library, Henderson and Beatty 

Historical Museum, Beatty 
 Outreach: 

o Distributed 543 Operation Clean Desert activity books, 122 Operation Clean 
Desert CDs, 250 boxes of Environmental Management soy crayons 

o Participated in Connecting Hands: Offering Lifelong Learning Adventures 
(CHOLLA) educational group meeting  

o Coordinated and conducted NNSS tour for Pahrump residents (11-14-12) 
 Publications: 

o Published two (2) EM News Flash articles: More NNSS News Now Available and 
Nevada National Security Site Kiosk is on the Move  

o Contributed one (1) OneVoice article: Recent Reports Sheds Light on Cougar 
Survival in NNSS Region 

 Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board: 
o Tour of the Nevada National Security Site on November 14 
o Membership Committee meeting on November 26 
o Full Board Meeting on November 28 

 
 


